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Stattan, however reſpectable were not thought 

an adequate counterpoize to the weight of thoſe 


cexertions of the popular party to obtain an inde- 


pendent legiſlature, as they now do to prevent 


very numerous and moſt. r eſpeRable. qpigions 


which were on this queſtion in oppoſition to his. 


7 £ 


Unger theſe circumſtances, _ the charge of ſot : 
iſh diſcontent, which has been ſe. -confiden "= 

made againſt the Iriſh nation, will. appear to 
be one of thoſe foul calumnies by which 4 del. 

_ and enraged. faction ftrive to cover. their 

oun enormities. Engliſtimen, a and the world, 
will ſee, that had Ireland at that critical mo- 
ment adopted the advice of. thoſe WhO bad 
always acted as enemies to her beſt interetts, 


and rejected the counſels and opinions of thoſe 


Y ro-whom. ſhe owed the moft important obliga- 
= tions, the. would then; . | 
= Tg fortiſh, 
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The her” g nt. hich vhs nich nation 
Wand charged, is their early and zealous efforts 5 


for parliamentary reform. lt has been enume- 


rated as one of the cauſes which have produced | 


the preſent horrible ſyftem of adminiſtration in Hi 


| Ireland, that ſhortly after the eſtabliſhment of 
_ their legiſlative independence, a convention met 


in Dublin, „conſiſting of repreſentatives from the ; 


different Volunteer Aſſociations, by whom 8 


. country had been faved from the common 7 


enemy, and who were ſuppoſed' to have contrĩ- 
| buted much to the eſtabliſhment of her inde- | 
| Pendenee. This convention had been con- 7 


| Kituted on the ſame principle (bar with 


more eircumſpection and order) as that which 
was ſo well known by the name of the Dun- 
| gannon -mecting—an aſſembly, which though 
deen military, ſo far as its being conſti- 
tuted by armed citizens could make it ſo, did 

more towards aſſerting the independence of 

_ Ireland and procuring for her the moſt impor- 


tant advantages of conſtitution and 1 commerce . 


than any other which ever fat] in Ireland. oo 

the Dungannon meeting, however, no exceptiohs | 

were taken —they were ſuffered to meet to re- 

ſolve and to point out in the moſt deciſive tone 

the grievances under which they ſuppoſed the 

* r Their remonſtrances were 
| | carried 
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1 5 


f 1 


g 


: of 17 CY N 1 Wy 2 
; carrie Po even to UNE. foot of the cas," and the 


father of his people, uninfluenced by that ro- „ 
mantic ſenſe of dignity, which has fihce pro- 


_ duced ſuch lamentable effects in Tiſh Patlia- 


ments graciouſiy received, and wiſely attend 


ed to their remonſtrances.— The jefuitical or 
or Machiavelian diſtinction between citizens in 


red clothes and in coloured ones, had r not yet | 


been thought « of—it was confidered ſufficient to 


entitle an addreſs or petition to a reſpectful 15 
hearing, if it Was ſubſtantially the ſenſe of * 
great body of the property and population 'of 7 
_ the ſtate, no matter whether they. ſpoke in! the | 
character of volunteers aſſociated to defend the 1 


conſtitution, or as freeholders alſembled Sire 
_ its e bg 8 
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It is. not for! me now to Mien the” eb . 
vention of that day from the imputation o 
falſe policy and imprudence, in preferring 
the character of ſoldiers to that of citizens n 
their deliberative capacity, but 1 cannot help 
_ ubſerving—Firſt, that the Triſk adminiſtration : 
have never manifeſted any diſlike of military 
bodies real, mercenary, foreign ſoldiers,—ex-. f 
preſſing publicly heir ſentiments{ on great public ED 


_ queſtions, | When thoſe. ſentiments. coincided 
with 9 e of dhe Castle —witneſs the 


4 Ro ae nr 5 | manifeftoes 
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1 | maniſeſie with '%y the hig newſpapers | . 
| have for the laſt year or two been crouded, from ? 
Scotch and Engliſh mercenary troops, in which, | 
theſe zealous advocates for religion, and liberty. 
declare themſelves friends to this or that mea- 5 IH 
ſure, publiſh their determination to ſupport the 

Q and ſometimes conclude by letting the Iriſh 15 
public know they bad [not come. thither. to +. N 5 | 
irie with. —Secondly,. 1 muſt remark, ww 

tho the great objection to the volunteer conven- 1 
tion waz its being armed, and conſiſting of the re- e 
| of 'an armed body, yet oppoſition | 

; _ equally violent. has been ſince made to other 

3 on epreſentative bodies not military—inftance. the | 

- 1.0 lumnp v with which the ſervants of the Iriſh ad. 

miniſtration have blackened the Catholic com- 

| mitte —and, above all, inſtance the Athlone con- 

ven ion, the meeting of which admjniftrarion = 1 
Were ſo { pheitous to prevent, that they ven- 1 

Fe law to prevent for ever the meeting 3 

al any A ace of Ca Ti ha 
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5 Vas By thele ances: it PE ae 
ä that the inconceivable averſion. enter- 
ained againſt this body, and the memory # 
At, was founded not in its be ing military, hut i in 
1 = 6 lying Os: and W in fits 
J or 1 \-conftiryrion, 


*» 


** 


5 * 16 1 | 
ednſtituti EP bus in its object, —Wirh: fein 


to its being A repreſentative body, 1 profeſs; 
for my own part, I cannot | concave Why feß 
that reaſon the Iriſh government and the Iriſh 


No Chancellor have held itſo much in abomination, 
„ Engliſhmen, who underſtand that conſtitu- 


tion of which you are properly ſo proud, will - 
be ſurprized to hear that repreſentative bodies 
are unconſtitutional. If you heard this af- 
ſerted with much confidenee by a lawyer, you- 


would fay he had ſtudied ſpecial / pleading ra- 
rder than the Britiſh conſtitution.If you heard 


this doctrine ſwallowed implicitly by an aſ- 


ſembly of legiflators, you would ſay they were 
 Rill unfit to govern themſelves. What i 11 
pyou would atk, that forms the general and per-: 
Voading principle of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
5 5 if not the repreſentative one? Every petty 
corporation, you would obſerve, elects repreſen NEE 


tatives to act for them in their Common Counci 

__ —the council elect Aldermen, and theſe agais 
their Mayor—all on the ſame principle 
having the ſenſe of the multitude concen! att 


and their buſineſs diſpatched at once with g's : 5 
* order. Nay, every Freeman 1 is himſelf. but 
— 3 N 1 not ae of _ ag 
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„ „ 
Bib ; it is  Jepdinds that this thous be = 

{6k the real ground of objection to the a. - 
 Fention, however it might have been urged = , 
the oftenſible one —for i it is obvious, that if the 

= principle of repreſentation be a faif and uſed - | 

= . principle to adopt in collecting the ſenſe of the - 

= 4 with reſpect to laws or taxes, it muſt = 

Alo be a uſeful and fair principle to-refort to; 
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| In every other inſtance, where great bodies of bo 
1 men are permitted toexpreſs their common ſenſe 
as they are unqueſtionably in petitioning for re. 

Areſs of grievances, &c. No, Engliſhmen ! it : 


vas not becauſe the Convention was unconſtitu- 
ſtt:onal as being repreſentative, but becauſe it 
was choſen to recommend, as the ſenſe of the . 
Iriſh people (for the Volunteers of that day were 
people of Lreland,) —a parliamentary reform 
1 and to conſider of a ſpecific plan. It was this „ 5 
ttat the corrupt part of the Iriſh Government „„ 
reacled. They had been ſtunned Z uh 
| expected blow ſtruck by the people i in r 
the independence of the legiſlature: „„ 
ever credit the Parliament of that day may aſſi ume 5 
for the part which they acted in that bufineſs, 3 
2 it requites no argument to prove toa diſceraing 
wan, that they were'paſfive inſtruments in the 
people's hand—they only te- echbed the voice 
Ea bo "ol an armed nation- x which e conceived too 
V 5 i loud . 


WA, . . 6 * * 
* 4 * 4 £ 
« hy : 2 8 be 1 
A 4 4 - 3 7 4 4 : : : 
2 >. $ * 1 4 # 7 * * * 
1 * : 7 : 7 i (4 
x $ 4 * i « Ly 


" x 
* * 
+ <p > 
5 1 y 6 
: 26d 2 
3 i LY 
» * . 


i : 5 i 
. ” 
* 1 , 
0 . J 
5 Y 4 : * * 
k F 1 
* * 5 C on 
4 2 f ' 1 
+ - * 3 7 
* + _—_ N 1 „ g au 
F * 5 8 the 
? . | a . 4 4 4 
* 
. 
ho. - * 


"Yd to be an Ph were © on irte- 5 
ſiſtibly by that enthuſiaſtic ſentiment for na- 
tional independence, which the ability of one 
great mind, aided by a fortunate concurrence! / 
of exiſting circumſtances, had excited. But at 
42, the period I now ſpeak of, the party of the 
4 . - Britiſh Miniſter had recovered from the aſto- 
6 85  niſhment | into which the ſucceſsful and prompt 
ö energy of the nation had thrown him. He 
How. began to reflect on the extenſive conſe- 
quence which muſt follow from the reſtoration f 
to Ireland of the right of legiſlating for herſelf. 
It was ſoon felt, that there now remained in the 
hands of. the court. faction in Ireland, only 
one inſtrument by which the effect of the re- . 
cent revolution could be checked or fruſtrated ; © * 
and that was, the borough ſy ſtem. It was ſeen, © 
1 Fs that whatever nominal independence the Iriſh. * _ 
1 legiſlature might have attained, yet while a majo- N 
| 1 5 Tity \ of the Commons' Houſe was conſtituted „„ 
a . members returned immediately by the crown in- e 
| fluence, the will of the crown or the i 
the Britiſh Cabinet muſt ſtill be the law which * 
Wong dine Ireland.“ To preſerve the borough 2 5 | 
m Men, at all hazards, became from that 
moment the great object. of the dominating Ee. 
faction. The Convention was an engine whick 
emed to threaten its immediate and complete SP 
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. operthros; 3 it was ee Zelot by all 


555 Which had fattened for years on the vitals of the 
PT country, but had been for ſome time kept at 
. bay by the univerſal energy of the public mind, Y 
[ij ” . | Were: again hallooed i into action. 'In addition to 

3 + khele were introduced new forces from every 

| 5 On 5 quarter, but principally from the old ariſtocratic | 
EY — Kamilies, who had monopolized for a century 
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1 e of Teform, and © continued | Ai the few 


means in his - to promote it. \t 
8 5 Ep 11. 
. 

\ | / 

2 9 5 


| ; 0 means, to effect its ruins.” The ſtaunch hounds _ 


1 | 15 the f Power and wealth of the country. On the 2 
= > memorable night when Mr. Flood prefented to 


i * 


5 the Houſe "Tg petition of the Convention, was 

li : 1 mz made the grand effort which 1 was to decide whe- 

[i 1 ther the 2 of the nation or that of the old fac- 

| : 1 tion mould gevern. | "The latter Was victorious. 
=: The people, with the characteriſtie levity of 5 
tl ther nation, repulſed in this great effort, for 
=}: the | reſent; : at leaſt, ſhrunk back from the con- | 
| „„ 7 "The victorious Party, poſſefling 1 means * 
i 3 ade moſt extenſive and corrupting influence, : 
nl 7s frrained_ them to the utmoſt: and "gaming 
| 1 | 9 55 round from that momente on the Tenſe of the 
. . 1 5 : nation on that x main point, have continue: Itrium- | 


EG phantly. and infolently to proftrate the people 
* : inking aud Ready  Iriſh- 


an, however retained | his opinion As to the 


ph < 23 15 
point, Shae 8 the ſeparation between 

the Iriſh: adminiftration with their partiſans in 

Parliament and the Iriſh people, and from that 

time they have e in e oppoſite direc- 5 

tions. e tl dat. = JJV. 5 fg 


7 \ 
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„ "nr Engliſhmen, ; 18 another of the crimes 5 
ä i which we are charged, and for which the 
= higheft law authority in our country has de- 
clared we merit to be deprived of all the bene- 1 
1 fits of the Britiſh conſtitution! For this we 8 
have been called a ſottiſh, an inſatiable, and 
„ tumultuous people and to puniſh us for this 
offence the world has been told we deſerve all 
thoſe horrible calamFies which, year after year, 
fince chat time have been inflicted on IG | 


1 ar TROL ſaid, that 8 1 3 * 
9 parliamentary ſupporters of adminiſtration ſepa- pt 
rated from the moment when the Triſh Houſe 1 
5 Commons extinguiſhed the public hope on 
the important meaſure of parliamentary re- 
form. The grand argument urged by the 
Houſe of Commons againſt a reform at that tim 
Was, that it would be a ſurrender of the dig- SY 
nity and independence of the legiſlature to | 
55 adopt a meaſure propoſed to it on the point of 
a a bayonet. The A omen prayed the malice 
VVV 


— — 


2 
— —— 
gr 
2 
he 
yo” Rs 
* 


1 CIO — tn tas A A a 2 22 
— X rr 8 l E 
+ £465 2 * — — ——³˙ WW — ho $1 Trig 
2 =o ot . * 
— : 8 
= 
= 
y 4 1 - 
. 4 


: & 


N 


: . 8 24. 9 
1 the. arginent M_ the manner in wt they. 
- bore the inſulting rejection of their petition : 
| Ion diſcharged the duty. which they were 
created to perform, they diffolyed, not only 
without a threat but without a murmur. The 
people „With a patience and moderation of which 
Perhaps few more laudable inſtances are to be 


found 1 in the hiſtory of any country, acquieſced, * 
or ſubmitted i in filence to the deciſion of the le- 


enen on this their moſt eſteemed and fa- _ 
vdurite application. No doubt they hoped that a 
Parliament who refuſed to receive the petition * 


the people when preſented as ſoldiers, would lif- 
ten with a more patient ear to their claims when _ 


preſented in another character. But this hope 


s been tried for five years without effect, 
ves at laſt relinquiſhed. The pertinacity with - 
which all applications on the fubject of reform 
were rejected, put 1t beyond doubt that reform 


4 


was an object which by ordinary means could 


never be obtained. It was, however, a meaſure 
too big, when it had once gotten poſſeſſion 5 
the public mind, to be let go without a ſtruggle. £ 


e 31 whatever of intelligence, of zeal, 


or of public ſpirit the country poſſeſſed, cone 


tinued to be directed toward the acquiſition of 


this great object. Among other modes which ; 


| had DEED deviſed Tor giving Yroater efficacy to 
| eres "the 


7 


| by 


\ 


Th 25 by. ls 
"the publie wall on this ſubje&, was ia of form- 
ing ſocieties which ſhould have for their ſole 
object to animate, to direct, to concentrate, the 
exertions of the people in the purſuit of this fa-. 
vourite and vital meaſure. Of theſe ſocieties the 
"firſt was formed in Dublin, of a few men whoſe 
| talents, principles, and character, moral ad 
political, gave ſuch weight and popularity to 
their union, as ſoon ſwelled 1 its numbers to a 
great magnitude, which, while it gave hope to 
the friends of the popular cauſe, excited in the 
adminiſtration very lively alarm. But it was 
yet more the principles of this body than its 
numbers which alarmed adminiſtration. The 


f original members of the ſociety, men of minds 


not only firmly attached to the political intereſts 
of this country, but ſuperior to the influence of 
bigotry, which had been the moſt powerful i in- 
ſtrument in the hands of the Court faction for 


dividing and weakening the people, made it a 
radical principle of their union to promote an 
abolition of all religious diſtinction, and to 

procure for all the freemen of the ſtate, what-. 
ever might be their religious ſentiments, a par- 


ticipation in 4% the privileges of the Britiſh | 


conſtitution. A reform i in Parliament, accom- 6 


panied by ſuch a principle as this, became a 


| e in which h every man in the country was 


e ; 
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tdhan others. 
Fx Tat every deſcription of religion, men of every 
. rank in life, not immediately under the controul 
OS or influence of the Caſtle, adopted the principles 
of the ſociety, or ſolicited admiſſion into the 
8 ranks. The fear and the hatred of adminiſtration 


. | 
4 Is work of all the miſchiefs which have ſince af- 
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5 Pray We : 8 the ee . conſtitute FEY 
great majority of the people, more intereſted 


The conſequence was, that men 


vas ſoon manifeſted. Every art was uſed to 


blacken the principles of the ſociety—its prin- 5 : 


2 


eipal members were pointed out as the agitators 9 5 


of ſedition—the enemies of ſocial. order and 


men who aimed at nothing leſs than a ſubver- 
"hon of the conſtitution and ſeparation from 


Great Britain, under the pretext of reform and 
emancipation. The prints which were in the 
pay of the Caſtle vomited out daily the moſt 


oſs, the moſt malignant, and- irritating ca- 
lumnies; and even the ſenate itſelf, now really 
forgetting its dignity, condeſcended to become 


the ſcurrilous aggreſſor not merely of the ſo- 


ciety at large, but of particular, and, in many 


E. 


dialen inconfiderable e fi 8 


10 was 5 deſpieable POW in he EY - 


ing faction in Ireland that laid the ground 
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0 fer who Paid the money of the decals to cher 
: their name with infamy and their principles 


with diſhonour, him I charge with having firſt 

n implanted i in the minds of the multitude that : 

_ invincible deteſtation of the ſyſtem by which” 
they were governed, that has fince ended in al- 


 faffination and treaſon. His ſubordinate agents, 


who in the folly and venom of their hearts at one 58 
time charged the great body of the Catholics bg 
with difaffeRtion, at another held up to ridicule 
and odium the names of individuals of the moſt : 


” reſpectable and. unſullied characters at one 


5 time ſneering at the merchant, at another 1 s {AE 
ſulting the tradeſman, them I charge with having : 
irritated the people of Ireland wantonly and 


85 wickedly, by calling f forth the perſonal feelings, 
9 the pride, and ſenfibility of individuals, into 

| 4 perſonal and revengeful oppoſition to the 
Britim name and Britiſh connection. What 


would Engliſhmen have felt, how would 53 


5 Engliſhmen have ated, had two or three i in- 


” dividuals, ſtrangers to 1 5 country, deſpica- 


\ 


| ble 1 in point of birth or talents, and confider- 1 


A able only from fortuitous elevation to offices 5 
Wi which they were unfit to fill, ventured to inſult 


45 their national char Ha, accuſe of treaſon | 


7 every man Who dared. to complain of his ſuf- ; 
— ferings or his W or Ane the cou- . 
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— rage to exerciſe the. humble 8 2 pits, 


titioning for redreſs? If the ſaucy hirelings 


of a foreign Cabinet ſhould | publicly avo- W””k 
contempt for the men who uphold the ſtrength ; 


as 


> and conſequence of the ſtate by uſeful induſtry, . 
aud tell the merchant and manufacturer . 
was not for ſuch fellows to deal in politics, 8 
. ſeek for tights, or talk of conffitution—would 7 
not the ſpirit of the nation riſe againſt their = 


inſolence, and make them feel how much mbre 
valuable be is who, promotes the comfort and 


: welfare of ſociety by. commerce or by labour, 
| than be who lives upon the ſpoil of the 1 5 . 


- e in ſomething ware than idleneſs bo 


7 * hs this arrogance. in 3 Caſtle 5 45 
1 the reſult of their conſcious firength | in corrup- _ 
5 tion, that ſcouted with contempt and 1nſulr, 5 
dut of the tri ſh Houſe of Comtnons iti 1795, 5.0 
de petition of three millions of Catholics, OE 
fully and impartially teprelented. Was not 
this an aggreſſion of adminiſtration againſt the 
people? And yet the partiſans of that . 
niſtration —nay, the firſt mover in it, has had bo 
5 "the confidence to aſſert, that the difcontents 
= and tumults of the people preceded the meaſures. 
| of which they complain. Engliſhmen will 7 
FE determine, » wheeher the Iciſh nation, confiſting bh 
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ey 29. 5 e 
rincipally of Cabolics,: had or had not reaſon 
to be diſguſted with the adminiſtration of the 
government under which they lived, when by 
| the influence of that adminiſtration not only 
their wiſhes were not conſulted; not only their 
general ſenſe diſregarded, but even their ſup- 
plications ſpurned without a hearing from that 
body which profeſſed to be, and 1 e 
do be, their „ ee 5 ] N 
-JQMOTQ Aan 7 FFF 
Il it be . nt en conduct in the 
Popular; repreſentation. of a nation was caleu- 
ated to excite diſcontent and deſtroy confi- 
dence; what: followed that tranſaction muſt have 
Had a much more powerful endency to alienate 
he affection of the people, and produce thoſe = 
Adireful conſequences which are now boldly {aid = 
to have ariſen unprovoked. | When the Irith 
Catholics perceived, from the manner in which 
their petition for the. elective tranchiſe Was 5 
treated, that in the Itiſn Houle: ot Commons 
_ they were not to look for friends, they: reſortec 
to the Thrüne. The ſupplications which had 
met only with contumely whecn addreſſed to the 
>Irih Commans, mas: received with favout by. a 
AEritia- hing acting with the advice of 2 Bri- 
ctiſhi Cabinet. In the next ſeſſion, the ſpeech 5 
wu ended to che Iii Par- 


lament | 


— 


em to ſhare thoſe privileges would be a ſub- 


Wy Van, : 


| Lnenr o uke into their Seat fatto the fitu⸗ 
ation of the King's Catholie ſubjects. No 

toner was this hint received from the Britiſh 
| Cabinet; than thoſe very men, who but laſt 
Pear pledged their lives and fortunes to per- 
petuate the excluſion of the Iriſh Catholics from 


' the privileges of freemen, becauſe to admit 


verſion of the conſtitution and eſtabliſhment, 


furrendered that opinion with as much prompt- 
7 ae xd facility as they had fhewm violence 


And rancour in taking it up. Withont any pe- 
tition from the Catholics, without any change 
= eireumſtances, 5 0 the declaration of 
the will of che Britiſh Cabinet, that privilege 
| rhich was laſt year refuſed with fo much harſh- 
neſs egg was this) un man : 
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Wil any man ens) any dn of men 
4288 of the feelings and motives which actuate 
f ee aſſert that there was any thing in this 


Ceonceſſiom which ſhould attach more firmly the 
Iriſn Cathelics to the Iriſh Houſe : of Com- 


' *rmons? Will he ſay that this was one of thoſe 5 


gracious meaſures which an enlightened legiſ- 
1 Anture would adopt to ſoften the exaſperation of 


by "4 nag Probably ne will rather 
20 . 3 . 4 = oY by, ” 


f 


FIPS) 


lay, it was fitted to evince more ſtrongly t than 
ever the neceſſity of reforming the conſtitution 
of that aſſembly, which, from the inconſiſ- 

| tency of its meaſures, appeared evidently. the 
inſtrument of a foreign will, not the authentic, 
organ oF, the national ſenſe, _. „ 
| "I 1 or 1 5 5 whats hot folly, whale .- 

: rank bigotry, or whoſe petulant and ſtolid zeal 
led the Iriſh Commons i into this diſgraceful 2.” 
contemptible ſituation, feel the bluſh of ſhame 

and confuſion burn their cheek, when they re- 

| flect on theſe ſcenes. Let them, while it 
is yet in their power, atone to their offended 
country for the fatal conſequences of their 
advice, before thoſe records which are to 
inform future ages impreſs on. their names for 

ever the indelible character of —2PvBLIC. 
W 5 „ 


A 5 
41 2 
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in Cake of theſe 1 1 hape not 
| attended to chronological, accuracy. There 
uere other meaſures to which the adminiſtration. 
of Ireland had reſorted to prop up their power, 
: and form a ſubſtitute for that legitimate ſtrength. 
5 which i is to be found only in the chearful ſup- 
Port of a contented 1 were other 
r ; meaſures 


"0g 32 . — 

„ | etficres which they adopted to beat down the 
. voice, and overbear the general ſenſe of 
the nation. Among theſe were wanton proſe- ö 

J cutions of innocent and reſpectable men, 
ſometimes for libels, which all publications 

were conſtrued to be that dared to talk of re- 
form as a good meaſure, or of conſtitutional — 
rights; as things to be deſired; others for crimes _ 
of a deeper die—for ſedition and for treaſon. 
The evidence adduced in fupport of theſe 

| charges were often the vileſt of the rabble, 

5 | whole teſtimony on the trials was diſcredited 

even by themſelves, and the priſoners diſ- 

f hanged, to the honour 6f themſelves and the 
| Ecteſtarion of their accuſers. Such was the 
caſe of the Drogheda merchants, on whoſe . 
trial came out proofs of ſubornation and per- 
jury which would ſhock credibility, Theſe, 
13 were but venial errors, compared 
with thoſe more mortal ſins againſt the conſti- 
tution and againſt common right, with which 
the Iriſh! adminiſtration ſtands charged—fins, . 

=. Which including a violation of general and 

| oa principles, may be fairly reckoned among 

3 thoſe great and leading cauſes which have re- 

weed Ireland to the dreadful ſtate of reh 
tent and diſorder i in which ſhe now ms PL . 


* 
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by the Parliament of that day, for the avowed ; 
_ purpoſe of preventing! the Catholics from col + 14 
1 the ſenſe of their zody on a Petition to "© 
Parliament, or to the Throne, for the elective nd 
franchiſe. This pill, if it dic not annibilate s a . 
| a right, certainly narrowed it to à degree : 
which; in a great meaſure, under the then . 
"ay circumftances,/ deſtroyed its efficacy. L 

had been one of the ſpecial pleading trieks ef 

the Irifh Court, when the people expreſſed 
their ſenſe on particular meaſures, if there hap» 

pened to be any variations of mode or 588 

ment in the application of different bodies, to 

take occaſion, from theſe variations, to reject 
the whole as inconſiſtent. This ſeheme had 
| been' pradtifed with much plauſibility on the 
queſtion of reform. No reform, they cen. 
tended, was practicable, which would content 
the nation; becauſe of the many petitions 
which had been preſented” from the- different 
counties, cities, and towns in the eountry, and 
of the many plans which had been propoſed, 
no two were found perfectly to correſpond=as 
if when the general ſenſe! of the people was 
1 . no attention ſhould be 8 to 
5 1 1 n, 


4 


mm. (4) 
it, 8 there was not. to be FREY in the; , 
: vari dus expreſſions; of that ſenſe that perfect 5 
| poincidence which on a general queſtion of 
morals or politics it is abſolutely. impoſlible ta 
a ttain. It hadalſo been boldly and ſhamelelsly 
= aſſerted by adminiſtration, in oppoſition to the 
7, moſt general and public declaration of the Ca- 
5 tholic body, that the claim of the elective 
flrtanchiſe was only the ſuggeſtion. of a few tur- 
| —- bulent agitators, and that the great bulk of the 
. Catholics had neither ſolicitude nor deſire about 
ite matter. To give the lie to this hardy and 
0 abſurd aſſertion, the Catholics reſolved upon a 
meaſure which would put the matter beyond 
doubt, and by collecting into a focus the ſenſe 
of their body, and expreſſing that ſenſe in a 
: ſumple and explicit manner, would take from 
_ — * their enemies the two great arguments by which 
ttzhey had defeated the popular applications 1 
reform. Adminiſtration, however, were too 
Vigilant to ſuffer the Catholics to get hold ag 
tis powerful weapon. The Convention nk | 
by which all repreſentative aſſemblies were made 
illegal, and puniſhable with the ſevereft penal · 1.35 
ties, propoſed in haſte, and paſſed with preci- 15 
Plitation, deprived them of the only means of 
3 Sinns o the Kaige that ae and indu- 
F „ . bitable . 


6). 


5 the Epil infiſted « on 2s. a ie 
1 weer 1 ee their complaints. 33 


F 75510 wide ni. bas 24017 
Here certai by v was anotf the + of: the Seal 


ee 


. had 0 was | levelled at one of theis 55 valuable 
_ privileges. Let the people of. England, judge, 
whether under the circumftances I. have. men, 
tioned, it was not likely te wound deeply the 
feelings of three-fourths, of his Majeſty's Iriſh 
ſubje&ts—and, combined as it was with. the 
_ Inſulting, rejection of the Catholic. ; petitions 
and the ſubſequent concefſion, at the in- 
ftance of the Britiſh Cabinet, of, that favouy 
8 which was refuſed to Iriſh. ſopplication—let 
"Engliſhmen ſay, whether it may not fairly, he 
fteckoned among the wanton. and up dr Re 
0 cauſes of the proſene klangen 
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8 The e Bil, ee wishes 
it may have been by aggravating the diſcontent 
which had already ſpread through the maſs. of 
the people, was yet more miſchievous by:ſtop- 
-  Þing up that channel through which popular 
diſcontent diſcharges itſelf with moſt ' afety— 
| that of petition and remonſtrance. So little 
| «ihe: 2 been found to refult from the pe- 


titions 


— 


8 £ CES * 
df 4 — 
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ICs FP TR ablation on iy 2 
det dis great queſti elt ueltions hie in any def ret in 


terfettd with hel Keim adopted 'by adminiſtra 


ought fatile and abſurd 


. e e cle 6f Haring "complaint ot 


Ateitöng redreſs! If a corporation petitioned, 


1 mem : 


e 
x © 7 
* 54 8 


Fr g their profetlivivor chatacter, If a body 
8 of citizens petitioned; they were porter ore 


KB thefefore; no Way ih which" the people 
- Eom#25hds cortipitknts bef6rethelegiflature, 
With aß "Hoþe*6f renek, büt in that general 
; way bf areprefentative'body, which, While it 
gave weight and CESnfiſteney to their applica-- 


thi) lr ERR only by an obſervat 
ner in whickthe petition was/obtai ned, 
x img it ith Vther petitions proc 


FE >intuente's © or by fome HareaBic re- 


ans or Uankriipe riders. iFHiere temain- 


politic 


tion, obviated thoſe pitiful arts by which the 
Cafe continued ts clude and fruſtrate the 


by rendering that miöde inipraRticable; com- 


wiſhes of the people: The Convention Bill, 


preffed the publie diſcontents, and while it 


: Tenckedſed: tlie irtita tion, Heft no vent to its vio- 


| "Ehice Dutt 5 x afaffination and Confpiracy. 
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tion, and in Which they ſeemed reſolved to 


10n on 


eured 
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That ſack Vaud be the OAT WOE of Ul. 

: meaſure, adminiſtration were ſolemnly warned. 

It was urged on them, but without effect, that 1 
in every country where the freedom of remon- 

| Hrance and complaint was denied, ſecret con- 


ſpiracy or open inſurrection took the place of 


* a 
oF 8 
RE oj 


angry but harmleſs petition, . Italy Was men- | 


tioned; and it was ſaid, rather with the ſpirit | 
of a prophet than a politician, that if this bill 


paſſed, Treland would become more infamous 


for private aſſaſſination than Italy itſelf. The 


N of United Iriſnhmen was not yet become 
a clandeſtine or an illegal body but it was 


foretold, that this bill would create clandeſtine 
__ an ſeditious meetings: for it was ealy to ſee, 


that when diſcontented people were 5 


from uttering their complaints, they would 
f. ubſtitute other modes of redreſs for angry P 


fication. But with the adminiſtration of Ireland, 


or the Iriſh Houſe of Commons of that day, ad- 
vice and remonſtrance were vain. They boldly 
. ventured on a meaſure of which theſe conſe- 
quences were foreſeen, yet now profeſs to won- 5 
der why ſuch conſequences have happened. 
On the folly of their counſels, then, the people 
of Ireland are juſtified ! in charging the aflaſſi- 


nations the ſedition—the conſpiracy, which 


have en their country: they are : not the na- 
F . tive 


% 


- 


8 of 36 J 


| tive growth of her ſoil 1 They have been begot- 
"3 ten only by inſolence and 1 injury upon the ſtifled . 
= ö aenerſen of a volatile and e people | 55 


But 4 ut i 8 was not the only 
1 to which the party abufing the powers 
of . in Ireland reſorted, to tame or 
Pil, prior in order and time, . ion 
the Iriſh. ſubject 1 in a great meaſure of the con- 
ſtitutional power of ſelf defence, prepared the 
minds of the people | for receiving the full im- 
preſſion of the Convention act, which narrowed 
a Mather of his rights. The attempt to annihi- 
late the independence of the country, by in- 
fiſting on the right of Britain to chooſe a regent 
for Ireland, and the ſubſequent attempt of the 
fame kind in 1785 to ſabſtitute a commercial 
1 boon for the right of  ſelf- government, had 
already gone far toward producing a tendeney 
| i, irritation in dhe people, which theſe more 


F 


; N 


Nor Er even n theſe SKY Ay inſidious, * vio- 
1 and unconſtitutional as they were, pro- 
duce fo. much diſcontent ds the tone and the 


ſpirit in which they were carried into execu- 6 


fen. The N infulting imputations on the 


we * - ** * 


X my | 1 


raiſed to a Place in the adminiſtration. ik 
public prints were polluted by the fouleſt ca- 


(3) 


loyalty, and even on the intellect of the 7 nation, ö 
were daily made by the needy adventurers, whom 


chance, or perhaps infamous Aervices, had 


lumny againſt every man who had the virtue 


and the courage to oppoſe a ſyſtem” which he , 
foreſaw muft eventually terminate in the rüin 
of the country. Some of the baſeſt of man- 
Kind, diſtinguiſhed, however, by more than = 


uſual talents for perverſion and inyective, were 
appointed to conduct thoſe publications Wich 


were paid by tlie public money for abuſing the 


national character. The Whig Club, Conf. a | 


ing of noblemen and gentlemen who, by poſ- 
ſeffing large property and extenſive connections 


in the country, felt themſelves bound to oppoſe 


* 


the mad meaſures of men who, as they were 
| moſtly foreigners, had no intereſt buf to 
turn the preſent moment to moſt advantage, 


were held up to the public, both in and out of 


Parliament, as enemies to the tranquilſity of 
the ſtate, and anxious only, at all e to 


raiſe themſelves t to Lager 
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The conduct of adminiſtration to e Whig 
Club, indeed, deſerves peculiar conſideration, 


as it evinces, in che tulleſt manner, that it was 
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not the irregular or mentation proceedings 
of this or. that hody of men—of the Volunteer 
Convention, or of the United Iriſh. Society— 
but the meaſuces which theſe bodies recom» 
mended, againft which the. ipfluence and force 
of government was turned. The Whig Club 
had formed themſelves on the moſt conſtitu- 
tional and moderate principles. Their object 
was to obtain for the people of Ireland, by a 
Concentration of their parliamentary influence 
and exertions, thoſe laws by which the Britiſh 
e wWas guarded, againſt the encroach- 
ments of the executive power; and by the 
want of which in Ireland, her conſtitution 
ſeemed to have but a precarious exiſtence at the 
- pleaſure of the Court. Such were a Penfion 
Bill, for limiting the iafluence reſulting to the 
Crown by an indefinite power of granting pen» | 
© fiptg—a Place. Bill, to ſecure the independence 
of the Houſe of Commons, by making the 
acceptance of office by a member a vacation of 
his ſeat—a Reſponſibility Bill, by which the 
men intruſted with the management of the 
public treaſure, or enjoy ing high official fit, 
tions in the government of the country, ſhould” 
be reſponſible to Parliament for their conduct 
| and advice. Theſe were the meaſures which the 


Club paderigak; at air formation to.preſs upon, 
miniſter, 


3 


* 4 . 
miniſter. "INE 3 Adopted others 


on which the ſenſe of the people became too 


5 generally known to be at all doubtful. The 
queſtion of reform and Catholic emancipation 


tliey did not take up, until the nation called 


for them in a manner which proved the conceſ- 


ſion of ech to be elſential to the, Peace of the 
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ot the confirrionlity of thoſe, meaſures | 


E611 ».e: 


man ere entertain a e, f They were _ 
law of England. The manner in which theſe, 


meaſures. were. urged by. the Whig; Club was 


equally conſtitutional. They brought them 
before Parliament hy bill and by motion, ſup- 


ported by arguments which were anſwered only 


by majorities conſiſting. of thoſe placemen and 
penſioners, thoſe borough memhers and irre- 
ſponſible officers, againſt whoſe parliamentary 


exiſtence they were leyelled. This, conſtitu- 


tional purſuit of conſtitutional meaſures how 
did the Iriſh adminiſtration tr eat it. By im- 
puting t the worſt motives to thoſe by whom they 


were propoſed—by impeaching their loyalty to 


their Sovereign by the moſt open and bold! 
avowal of the exiſtence; and the neceſſity of 
crupffan in th: gorernment-rh. the moſt, 


contuelous 
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3) 
enten, indifference for the public voice, 
And, finally, by affixing the moſt diſgraceful 
and irritating! marks of ſuſpicion on every no- 
bleman and man of property in either houſe of 
Parliament, who dared to ſupport thoſe preten- 
fions of the people te the benefits of the Bri- 
tiſh conftitution: The removal of that good 
and eſtimable character, the Earl of Charle- 
mont, from the office of Governor of the 


8 Evunty of Armagh—an -office- which might be 


conſidered as hereditary 1 in his family, and to 
which his eſtate in that county gave him a kind 
of indefeaſible right, is one inſtance of a num 
ber. It will ever be remembered as a damning 
| proof of the fooliſh and wicked malignity of 
the Iriſh: adminiſtration e che e of 


he 6 iſh - | = FR _ 


* 


* 3 * ms 


: ' * < 45 — | £5 a . fs 4 2 en 0 
. 1 4 1 - <b> : : 4 " "= TEES - . * 
- . y r 2 ae 8 * 2 
5 — . a 5 . wa - 6 h&be's EE, : 5 — 
— * * 


Theſe arts of the Cale, 25 erer were un- 
CT able: to counteract or repr reſs the perſevering ef- 
| fects of the Whig Club. It is not neceffary in 
this place to enter into a defence of the motives 
of that body i in thus contending for the intereſts 
ol the public. It is fufficient that the meaſures 
Which they patronized were in a high degree 
| beneficial to the Iriſh nation and whether they 
urged them from a wiſh” to raiſe themſelves to 

] ye or from 9 of TR patriotiſm, 
. Was 


1 


> 


\ 


* 
2 5 £ * 
* 
; ri 5 
4 . 
* 


was to 3 public kme That they ſup- 
g ported them zealouſiy and faithfully, from 
whatever motive, was indubitable. So zealouſly 
7 and faithfully indeed did they exert themſelves, 


that the very ſame men who had for years made. - 
a a conſtant and violent oppoſition to thoſe mea- | 


ſures, exhauſting every epithet of reprobation 


which the -Bngliſh language afforded, both 


againſt them and their ſupporters, yet at laſt 


found themſelves obliged to concede them to 

„ whe unrelaxing vigour of theſe gentlemen, inp- | 
ported by the general ſenſe of the country. It 

is the conceſſion of theſe meaſures that the 
friends of the Iriſh junto call * coxncrrravIon?? 
Theſe are the favours which they ſay Ireland 
haas received, and which they contend ought for 


ever to have filenced popular complaint, and 


put a period to the demands of the country 


3 Had they been yielded at an earlier time, Before 
the long, long irritation which the obſtinate 
5 refuſal of them for ſeveral ſucceſſive years had 


produced, they would have been received with 


gratitude by the nation, and the effect would 
have been general tranquillity and content. But 
the Iriſh adminiſtration knew neither how to con- 


cede nor withhold—their reſiſtance was vvithout | 


ſtrength, and their conceſſions without kind- 


neſs. Like the Roman King and the Sybils; 
VVV they 
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they withheld the Bes of publics coftens] tits, 
til the people, aggravated by refuſal, infiſted 
on ſtill higher terms; and, indeed, roſe in theit 
demands, beyond what an adminiſtration, banks 
rupt in character and confidence, were able 
to grant them. What a Miniſter of comprehen:- 
ſive mind and enlarged views would have granted 
tothe people with magnanimity at once, and what 
if thus granted, would have taken the tongue 
from diſcontent; and left diſaffection no handle 
to uſe againſt the peace of the country, the 
Triſh adminiſtration conceded e e 
üttle meaſure after another — reluctantly and 
with heſitation; thus teaching the people that 
what was Sranted could not be witheld; and that 
the ſame means which had extorted one conceſ- 
„„ from the weakneſs of government would 
de equally ſucceſsful in extorting others. Nay, 
+. | at the very moment when they were yielding 
„ tte meaſures to the perſeverance of oppoſition, 5 
ſupported by the public ſenſe, they continued _ 
to load thoſe very men by whoſe exertions they | . 
ad been obtained with ſcurrilous and foul in- 
z 15 vective; and while with one hand they bc. 
| dd to conciliate the people, with the other they 
ſcattered the ſeeds of diſaffection widely through 
the land by the moſt inflammatory and ill- judged 
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M he aa: of thoſe” wie: u e bet ignity of 

| the Sovereign was perverted into an inftrament 
bf diſcontent; and thoſerich conceffions which, 
if jadiciouſſy adminiſtered, would have bound 
„ Ireland to Britain by indiſſoluble ties, were made 
means of exciting in numbers of the inhabitants 
bf that country a weep? hatred of 1 Britiſh name 
| bar erb PRE FOE e eee * te T 
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50 When Bn elke Seen for a moment 
5 this picture of the © concihation” which the 
Iriſh nation has received with ſo much Oe 
tude; it is poſſible they may cone 
thing has happened heh might m not bei 8 
ſonably been expected. Poſſibly they Will 
think it not unnatural that the people ſhould 
Have received, with little ſenſe of obligation, 
meaſures which were never conceded until they © 
. came to form only a fmall part of What Was de- | 
manded as rights and that they ſhould rather 
feel indignant at the inſult an abuſe heaped on 
them bya few contemptible and obſcure adven-⸗ | 
-  turers, than acknowledge gratitude for bene- 
lt long nen A oo _ at length: eee, % 
yielded £1 arr ate "0 WY A AST; LPR Rk 5155. 
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have dwelt thaks Foes on 1185 (carl conducet 
| of ing 0 50 -dminiſtration' t for two reaſons 
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ine 3 blind os . 


IB he infolentcharge made againſt them by their 


 enemjesmt That conciliation: had been tried 
in vain, with! th at ſottiſh and diſcontented peo 
blen that-they Balda intellect to underſta andy 
not gratitude to acknowledge -benefits- 
ee thatefore, the preſent ſyſtem of onen: 
ſtitutional coereion and deprivation as reſorted 
to of neceflity :”—the other was to ſhew, that 

whatever diſcontent has been recently fhewn in : 
ene crimes haye:been-eommiti ed 

for had their rms onjeart 


d been ahuſed in Ireland far: ſeveral 
back. Whether I have ſucceeded in this 


attempt, e eee : 


value. freedom and conſtitution, to de 
Fon myſelf }L:ſhalk only ſay, that my mind — 
ingspable; f feeling a greater degree: of morab 
ehen, that the people of Ireland are 
inn endete Atl eleſs Sy wala | in 
*titude; and that all the evils which 
rate chat unhappy- country, hors e mere 
1 
end 3 — ar 


e dhe muzik ation: 


tat | he wicked 3 eee 
ok e eee and, petulant men | 
Foc: the 3 of Ireland was 

g | . 


of preſent diſcontents: wilt. mot 8 
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54 But hd the Irith j 


 deſpotifm— 


„ 7 15 
1 operating upon 4 grndrous urge 


but e ane: warm e bc nds ui 
e 1 Bite e t . e 
eee eee 
to Wich wẽe have now come in deſcribing theis 
ſyſtem, Ireland would not now have to appeab 
for pity or for aid to the Britiſh nation. It is the 
5 3 ſubſequent meaſures to which they reſorted, and 
1 which no precedent is to be found in- 
tory of this or any other country pretending 0 - 5 
leis, or rights; or conſtitutionʒ that We coim plain 
of. It is by theſe that Ireland has been laſhe _ 
into madneſs, and drive 
which her-ſober:reaſon would have looked at 
With deteſtation. It mall be not my buſineſs. 
to advert to thoſe meaſures t „ 
5 have generally preveded thoſe: crimes of tlie 
people which are alledged to have produced _ 
them that they have been ſevere and deſpe- 
rate beyond what the neceſſity of he 
Sis) that their probab e 
that they cannot tranquillize the 
by the deſtruction of every degree 
of conſtitutional liberty. that, therefore, the 
people of Great Britain are intereſted in pre- 
venting the progreſs of that ſyſtem in Ireland - 
and, finally, that if the two great objects o, 
= the public in Ireland coy Mn and-fully 
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ſhew that the 
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opinion amongſt the people of Ireland. 


They 


mtrongeſt kind, their ere knee not be 
adequate to the ſuppreſſion of the eritting and 


1 5 encreaſing ef ; And they theretore re- . 
ſiorted to a device, which, having been but too . 


oſten and too ee _ in een 1 on. 
former occaſions, wou hope! 
2k equally ſucceſsful at e fn Wagen kad! 
Vas excited; and ſuffered to rage without check 
>”, intermiſſion, until it nearly deſolated a whole 
county. Some petty quarrels had, a conſider- 
. able time back, taken place in the county of 
Armagh, between a few Catholics and Preſby- 


5 a and were amo N i 


3 855 ; 
Ray 


fs conceded, and if the 1 were 8 5 
An the bleſlings of the conſtitution hy the eſta:- 
. bliſhment of a mild and juſt adminiftration, - 
ce and content would be reſtored to the 1 


; r Acts, and be Semin which! 1 
| theſe laws had denen Adminiſtration felt, 
that on 1 queſtions there Was but one 


terians, which, however, produced n ſerious 5 


75 perceived, that though theſe acts dere of the 55 : 
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Woe 


ee e. the dee, bre mag trates, 
15 e parties, | 
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1 1 2; | mo in eg l "ng 4, 
unaccountable perſecution of the Catholic in- 
habitants. It would ſhock the cats of an big. ; 
_ liſhman, and; perhaps, e ted his belief, were 
1 give 4 minute detail of the ferocie us Bar“ 
barities which: were committed by this . 
It may ſuffice to Kay, that under the. nale bf 1 
Orangesmen, and Under colour of a chment? 
to the conftituti6n and affec 100 n for te Pro . 
tant eſtabliſhment, they not only burt ed the 
houſes and deſtroyed the perſons of numbers If 
the unfortunate. Catholics; in the heat of bleed 
and fervour of outrage,” but with à cool d 
ſettled ſyſtem proceeded to batiiſh the Whole = 
them. Entire diſtricts were? proſeribed in * 155 
night. | Labels were affixed on all the Catholic 5 
houſes in a village, with the words To Con- 
m or to Hell!“ Nor was the threat dan; 
Tor in numberleſs inſtances WII eie e ſe! 5 
tunate inhabitants tefuſed to obey the mandate, qt 
Wei Ubbifatiogs » were . down or bumedby” or 
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5, tack Fa ON by Plun- 

þ na ee net den to enſtitute e any 
AF ai oft the Siftem, amder. which, the; Or ge- 
4 canlels perhaps theiplynder of arms 
A Khich was onen of! 
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ith what. reaſon; the) Tri *. adminiftration; 
recharged with having glandeſtinely excited, 
OT. eli aire at dhe exceſſes of: theſo; 

the pepple of England may determine; | 
+ whenghey he cthat the. magifiracy of that copn-1 
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| nn remained, far. many. months. inaftiye ſpecc 


1 e theſe ſeages3.,nay, indeed in, ſome; 
re aid to have given countenance and 
t to the offenders, by, Executing, the laws 


; inflexible. zigour againſt. the Ca- 


eh the moſt 


1 Aalen aber they happened, to fall. ite any. 


uglerror in repelling the,attacks of einge 5 
be tors, 2 theſe latter :. 28 8 FT 
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| nt. af eriect, impunity * ee 5 wy & a 
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A 70 this is Hot th, only circumſtance, Which 
wa asi f 2 10 Loy han far the. 
1 1 5 adm guilt of,, 
we ö neſe - ironce T7 ther, wbicts, 


| been 


** 


— 


F 
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tat notwithſtanding N andnot6rious ” 


miſconduct of the Armag = 
man Was turned: out of cha corntrlif is 


—_—_ and confirance on-thoſeioccations? | 
What apology, ditl/thediiſh Chancelldr offer fbr 


ig 


ng removingitHtoſe'magiftratos 22465 Pharbettet 
men could not be found in dungen beg 


2 LE 3 „ 0 1125 * 70 tO "3 20 tige 235 11 5 
This ud, ſo e ee es ande 
ive ill its progreſs, was: poffibly expect 


ed to have weakened :thibefficacy: pf) het pop 
lar ſemtiment- againſt the tif Miniſtetez by 
_ throwing the different religibus doeſcriptibns: to 


 &cbnfileration ofitheir-reſpetive and'peculiar . 


ts. It producedia very contraty 5 


ine commenced againſt the Cathd- 


lics in Armagh, alarmed the Catholics in every 
quarter of the country? md whem' they Haw | 
ſuch anotmities committed! againſt therm wien 
impumzth, af not witht then approbation'of tile 
Qualle they naturally apprehendedꝭ that a genes 
ral perſecution was deſigned. They knew, 
bee dender boch of the Prote ſtant. 


in ichand ere to enlightened to att in ſuck/ 


A cee for they had alrcady!experienced 
that che rigour of old prejudices was abated; 
aud ae e 
gien „ 1 rather 
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= 0 tant brethren, in order to, form: by their co 


4 | brite the nec 


cow 


e (els la . ß 
knew the character of the adminiſtration; 


AS che recent tranſactions in Armagh and LEY 


where, taught them, that though: 1 they had no 
reaſun too fear perſecution from the great body 
of their Proteſtant fellbw:-ſubjects,” they were 
yet not exempt from: danget. Theſe fears ſug- 
ut: re eloſely 
the bond of union between them and their 
i men of other perſuaſions.” The Pro- 
teſtants met them half way in their advances 
toward a conjunction of intereſta ur they per- 
9 that though the preſent. blow was ruck 
_ againſt: the) Catholics,” yet the warfare of ad- 
_ miniſtration was ngt againſt them only, but 
agair e conſtitution, againſt che people, | 
Ty privileges, © and their intereſts. PR NL = 
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5 „1124 theſe deck the only ee n 
Ae this dreadful experiment; the e 
| evil would have been compenſated by the unioi 
which it produced. But this was not the caſe; - 
The alarm Which the Armagh perſecution pro- 
duced on the minds of the enlightened Catho! 
en and on the lower orders of that deſcription 

were very different. Tz the former it produced 
| adevire to unite more cloſel 7 with his Proteſ- 
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©; 5 5 Junction 
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NEE 


= e AY | ro ener ee th appte- 1 
2 ended alfault of the Triſh Cabinet upon both. 
In the latter 3 it excited a fear of Extbtmigation, 3 
Wie reſolved itielß into the dot Violet and 5 
1  unyuſtifiable | mealures, "of whit they <6nf i&red 
„„ perſona efence=—The' Orange-men had depri- 5 
2 ved the 


| =atholics of their arms—the lower 7 5 
1 order of. Catholics co-operating in many We 
5 ſtances. with their Proteſtant neighbours of the 

=: fame 1 rank, who deteſted the conduct of Orange- 

men, betook themſelves to retaliate on thoſe. 
whom they conſidered ſuſpe ed characters. 

5 The robbery of arms became a general meaſure _ 

of ſafety, and thoſe who exerted themſelves i in 

= his ay obtained the name of Defenders -a body at 

| of men, whom that adminiſtration which ſuf- 5 


 fered the Orange- men. to violate the laws with 


l i < {{! 


impunity, followed v with the utmoſt 2 e of 5 
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No ns 5 APES, TH EROS h or 80 
% or ges the value of peace and good. order in 
2 community, can be ſuppoſed for a moment 

t quſtify the 1 intemperate and incautious con- 
5 duct of thoſe deluded men, lik ſuch licence 

8 they uſurped were permitted, hüman ſocicty 
. maſt be diſſolved, and man be thrown back 
& 0 LY fines of ſavage nature. But on the Ot her 5 

5 „ hand, 
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bang, be wan ho ho has any. ond = truth, or 
who. enjoys a capacity of diſfinguiſhing „ 
1 1 5 ideas, can degy, that the crimes of 
the Defenders w were provoked by the procecing 
crimes of the Gene- men, apdt that thoſe pow 
* Wee contrary to juſtice, were fu iffer 
"be, dormant againſt 1 the one claſs,. w. 
Was original and unprovoked, were 5 
ion mercy againſt the latter; whole + errors 
were the ebullition of untaught nature Tepelling 
in an untaught way, the moſt En Ln un- 
| pulled . 5 5 
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"9 5 were es 72 9 955 My Senne 
0 x 8 contributed to gire full effect ti. to the 3 im- 15 
preſſion which the enormities of the Orange 
bociety were calculated to make on the minds 
of the lower orders. The ſeverity with which 
75 adminiſtration had followed the United Iriſkmen 
by diſperſing their meetings, "ſeizing - their 
papers, and profecuting as libels every publica- . 5 
tion which emanared from them, had driven 
TY them to the nereſſit ity, of. meeting ſecretly, and 
* admitting members i into theirffociety | in a pri- 
rate and myſterious manner. | Between ſecret | 

. meetings and conſpiracy the interval is ſmall— 
between meeting ſecretly for conſtitutional pur- 
poles and meeting to alter or overthrow the 
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Z 0 e | conſtitution, 
£5: 268 1 , R 4 7 ; 1 ; | 
Wh 
8 6 


( 0 


kongltesen ür interval'is porhapo II les 


Whether the objecks of the United Iriſh ſocieties 


were at this period unconſtitutional or not, it is 
Fertan the meetings were clandeſtine; and that . 
of tke lower elaſs of people numbers flocked to 

rtrehem WZ were admitted only on chndition of - 5 
„ men eee to the body i. e. ta. 

: Keep i its ſecrets, and to devote themſelves to : | 

the purfult of che two great popular Objects - 

7 5 Catholie Emancipation ings Parliamentary Re- 

” form Phe impreſſion which the minds of the ER 
lower order of the people would be apt to re- N 
ceiveat the diſcuſſion of theſe meetings cannot 
be Cenfidered us very likely to mitigate: their 
Leal in oppofition to the perſecutors of the Ca- 
rholies, Grete form their minds to receive with 
Patient forbearance the ſeve ities which were 

now every were 5exerciſedindiſcriminately + 

againſt the United Iriſhmen and Defenders 
terms Which, in the indiſeriminating language of 
ns lenate ahd Ng 1 „ were gi: as 
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z and ſerret meetings of the United Iriſhmen 
Produced on theldifpoſitions of the lower people 
Ar is not neceſſary to aſcertain whether the de- 
Ames 9 were or were not alen ; 
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ao and» word through the country-rif thi 
ſttatenent, I ſay, 'be:true, and I defy. any part 
of it ta be diſproved· their guilt andithe empti- 
neſs o 
40 denuonbecb ie: enen it, are incontrovertible, 


5 e The, Inſurrection A 
which commenced in Armagh, and had been 
. too ſucceſsfully, though faintly, imitared i in bk , 
ſſeveral parts of the country, adm. 
mom affected to canſides as-incuraþle,by. any, BY 
the ordinary powers wWithovhi- 

71 the +executiv@1anthoriry, A law was therefore | 
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2 is ſufficient that — ie 
. to'theit profefied object 5, emancipation and re- 
form, the affect af them on the maſs of the pub-. 
e wham they. were conſtituted muſt he ad- 
_vetſe/ro the ſyſtem which adminiſtration! had N 

| nod; and which they now began to force an 
the natien by means the moſt unjuſtifiable.,.!... ö 


l . 1115 9 11 5 AF of His: e919 271 05921 ; ' 


an n of facts, which L baye -—Þ 


| ſubmitted to the Engliſn nation, as de monſtra- 
tive that the Iriſh, adminiſtration were them 


ſelves the authors of thoſe enormities, which 


they bayeifince: made a pretext for introd neing 


f the pretences -by which they have; en- 
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* dhe magiſtrates of, ir might, think proper 


: 2 . to declare 1 in a ſtate of diſturbance, :« rin ig 
© mediate e danger. of. becoming ſo, (phraſes o | 
"i vaguerthat.i it required: bur little artifice, ta make ; 
them applicable at that time ta any county in 
- the: kingdom, ) was pu into ſuch ia ſtate, of re- 
simen, that any indiyidpal magiſtrate, might 
on thisd own authority, without trial, r, Pfpof, 
_ -ſ6izp the; perſon of an inbabitant And jend 
bim to ſarvę on board ig M. 
 trariſpart bim for life, t 07 Ie Ting «cot 
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In ſuch digtricts che privileges of the oni 
| men Mith-roſpgst 1 9 89 pag. L nay ids 
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act, or from the ſuperabundant zeal ;0b1 the 
were employed to aſſiſt in the,execution of it : 
hot at their own 
doors, or by..t the newlyrinvented proceſs of 
ſtrangulation, adopted,to procure confeſſion of 
crimes which perhaps had never been; commit- | 
mittedi r the accuſation; of. others, whoſe in- 
voczgen might have nary it, jmpollible-t9. con 
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= nter), We der che in ick 
Alcäifüire en the people bf Ireland is 


if endugh to aggravate e feelings already kit. 
tatell into difeontent die mloſt astelingli Ide 
not mean” ſurely fe Jaftifpraffäffinatien or treas 
fon, but I appeal to men We Have the feelings 


\ of freemen, whether to ſee a father, a brother, 


ehe nz, fall, 7 perh. > 


| 0 I'for life TC 


Glaſs the puniſhi | 
trial may not in fome degree accor 


which have, fince the introduction of t 


me will of the legiſlature, ſends numbers /6 
breath, and the connections which mae fe 
Ts to 7 7 mercy b becauſe FE Wr &s: their 
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8 innocently? under tile 
xyonct of a military executioner) or traf. 

i his helpleſs family and near. 
tions it may be without tilt, be- | 
ent was inflicted without 
int for, 
chough it cannot juſtify, the ſhocking: erimes 


ure, been committed by! individuals OE * 
A 'magiltrate Who exerts himfelf in carrying = 
I inte effect; and who; in obedience ts 2 


zen from the ſbil in which theyarew 
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| tort.” does. that Wel. being legal, bügle 
not to induce on him either odium of punti. 
ment; but while human nature ſhall contitive | 
” to be compoſed | of its preſent matetials, there 
will be found men among the people over "whoth 
” & exerts ſuch authority, whoſe vindicttbe Pak. 
"A ons will be apt to mark him 48 their vickirtl. 
Io a many deplokable! inſtances has this been vel. 
fed in Treland. ; The Ihfurrecklon Act was 
| adopted to prey int ſuch enormities; "unhappily r; 
it hut encreaſed, gfeatly encteaſed, the black 
Catalogue. T4 = 1 3 bo 
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Tak apiece men, flares oY My 
, ie carried into execution againft a people 

| l who from the recent acquiſition of independence | 
: felt much of the pride and ſenfibility of free- 
dom, were not moſt likely to be attended With 
the conſequences which have followed 5 Whae 
| then, 'T aſk, muſt have been the effect of that 
„„ "I "meaſure, at which freedom and juftice feels ſtill 
I abhorrence —a legal indemnity for al 
| crimes committed againſt the people, under 
” four | of preferving the peace? Good hea- 
„ͤöͤ / was it! riot enough that a law was baff 
5 Which left the ſubjects⸗ liberty and perſon at 
ao : "the mercy of the magiſtrates but muſt the 
e or civil N be | Ped by aw 


„„ . Es FF ea 


# 


# * 


: PA 


- I : 8 - — Loot 
; F : 7 * A KH - 2 

"JE he - b EEE 4 Hy; 3 : W £ 3 

5 i Ro 4 1 ; | 
F * 4 ” i — 
- ” g * - N ws 2 
: 2 1 N N 7 „ FP) F ET TOKEN + 3 5 3 ̃ The CO WE" a SR 
AER Is 4 5 1 2 þ * 2 Fa, 3 „ % e © * 
8 uy 


205. 88 Le DE = Rey. 8 
15 4551 HP in ike. e of wY 10 % 
Fyen by the ſpirit of that act would be ile t 
and oppreflive.? . The firſt” Bill of Indemnity = 
was deſigned to protect my Lord Carbampton, 55 
ho. had played the part of a ſelf-created Pro: 1 15 1 
cator in Ireland. What the particular meaſures - 
Purſued by bis! 6 ordſhip were, I ſhall not „ 
merate. They are known, and 15 believe will 
be remembered by both <quntries. He i is in- e 
demnified for his zeal; and- his meaſures, _ 
Read of quieting, have been unfortunately 
found to have produced a contraty effect. From 
that time to- the preſent, Bills of Indemnity 
have become an eſtabliſhed part of. the ſyſtem 
of government in Ireland ; 46 that he who can 
contrive means to cover: the moſt malicious and = 
_ oppteſſive crimes, by the eaſy, pretext. of ſecu⸗ 
ring the public peace, may reſt as firmly on an act 
5 to indemnify. him in the ſucceeding ſeſhon, a8 
the public creditor mah ah 94 the paſhng 
eee ien 
2 + 4} 1 OY hy : 
8 enumerating, theſe e 8 . 
Hare been taken in Ireland, profeſſedly to tran 
Auillize the country, but which, have operated 
_enly to render it outrageous, , I might hane 
- mentioned the appointment and the recall bo 
VF Ford Fitzwilliam, | . in ſpeaking to the 
Pens 
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people of Eögland it were ſuperfluous to auen 
on that event; for with the circumſtances of 


. acquainted. 'THhall therefore content my- 
ſelf with ſaying, that of the many irritating 
_ meaſures which have goaded Ireland, the res. 
Lall of my Lord Fitzwilliam was the moſt miſs 
chierbuſiy efficacious. With that noble man, 
Hope fled from the country. What has fince 
followed has been the counſel of Deſpair. By 


that event it was placed beyond doubt, that the 


0 Cabiners of the two countries formed a junction f 


| conſtitution to Itclatd—antl g 4 mitiga⸗ 
tion of the ebercive ſyſtem. If treaſon have 
ſpread” widely through the country-if the 
Friends of the French ſyſtem have become nu- 
merous, it muſt be fince that inſulting act ok 
the Britiſh Cabinet told the people, that if they / 
felt the preſſure of preſent evils, or looked for 
a further extenſion of conſtitutional rights; 
their hope muſt be turned to another quarter 


at, they, as well as the people of Ireland, 5 


1 tau to che ane of the Britiſh ine 8 


55 & the perten of the . Heaters which * 5 


have now deſeribed, the Iriſh people and the Hh 


Triſh adminiſtration were put at iſſue. The 
ſyſtem to which the Caſtle had feſorted to 


_ murmur, had produ ced eee - > 


1 meaſures 
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| 3 which they took tp puniſhcoutrage had. 
: created conſpiracy, aſſaſſination, and, in many 


ſtances, treaſon. Throughout the whole 


; proceſs of diſcontent, J have ſhewed that ad- 
He miniſtration, were aggreſſors, and that the. 1 irre- 
; gularities which have followed were but the re- 


tion of an high and irritable ſpirit in che 
ple, compreſſed by coercion, which left 
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At this point the - > UNE Feat found ; it ne- 


| eee to; pauſe. The meaſures which they 
had already tried to ſmother the diſcontents of 
the 
| legal conſe 


2ople, and to repreſs thoſe violent and il- 
Juences. of it, had not only proved 
ineffectual, but had aggravated, to a moſt 


ing height, the miſchiefs which they were 
ſottiſniy expected to remedy. In almoſt every 
part of the country the moſt extreme diſorder 
Prevailed. It was not now a Volunteer Con- 
vention, conſiſting of men of known loyalty 


and great Rake in the country, meeting to pe- 


tition for reform—it was not now a Catholic 


5 Convention fitting in Dublin, purſuing open 


and conſtitutional meaſures to obtain Arctine 


1 franchiſe, Or A. full admiſſion to the pri vi eget 
of the eee was bt, 1 fay, ſuch 
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with. They had put down thofe. Other more 
5 numerous and more dangerous difficulties were 
now to be encountered?” The populate of the 
; <ountty was now organized, and an imperium'7 n 
| Imperio' formed, which, "From its privacy And 
the numbers of Which it conſiſted, Was truly 
alarming. The profeffed objects of this 0. 
ciety, the moſt” fingular which perhaps had” 
ever been formed in any country,” Mill conti- 
ved What” ae firs rp were—Reh form my 
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more inge and more : "extenſive; 4 and 4a 
letter from a Mr. Tone; which clearly eee 
à treaſonable opinion reſpecting a ſepatation of 
the two countries was taken as full evidence that 
this was the ſentiment of the' ſociety : at” large, 
; conſiſting,” as was believed, of not "Teſs than 
| 600, 006 men. Whatever might be their real 
daefgss, it was certain, that the conduct of the * 
1 Orange: men of Armagh had been ſucc efefylly = 
Amitated by the peafantry' im many p arts of Ire- 
land. The Plunder 'of* arms was "Earried" on p 
y ſtematically; the Huantity! taken was known 
to be confiderable; a and in the proctairned 7 
Ace ſeveial maagi iy: ates who had) been c- 
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1 this AA moment, 180 belt an — 
wen in Ireland, gentlemen p poſſeſſed of the 
moſt extenſive property in the country, and at 
the ſame time of character above the dienen 
- Impuration. of diſaffection or loyalty, urged on 
adminiſtration the neceſſity of changing that 
ſyſtem which had been found to. produce | ſuch | 
horrible effects. They, urged, that the great 
body of the nation was loyal that even of the 
United Iriſnmen the n part wiſhed only 
fon the admiſſion of the Catholics and reform 
fawn that to concede theſe would throw-ſuch a 
weight into the ſcale, of government as would 
any tran illize. the country, Admini-. 
fixation, however, took. up, the contrary opinion, 
and decided on a continuation of coercive mea- 
ſuxes. They pretended, that the people of 
end were rebels, and that with, rebels con- 
ſhould not be tried. They aſſumed, | 
une firſt place, that all the, United Iriſhmen 
were traitors — in the ſecond, that that W 
Comprehended the great body of the people, or 
that thoſe who were not of that body ae 
nh: ds had been 


carried 
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Dion. No account was made of that great 


and reſpectable claſs of men who, while they 
looked with deteſtation on thoſe. acts of inſub- 
ordination, of aſſaſſination, and treaſan, which 


had followed the adoption of the preſent ſyſtem, 
contemplated with the moſt unqualified, repro—- 
bation that ſyſtem itſelf. Determined, there- 
fore, to ſcourge the nation out of that ill ten- 
per into which the ſcourge. had driven he oe 1 
military force re General Jakes” to. thep pro- 3 
vince of Ulſter, and. enjoin him to act at his 
diſcretion for diſarming the ſreemen .of . the 35 


ſtep did adminiſtration fix on? 


North, and enforcing content 5 1 5 ulli 
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bi e eee, 


1 interpoſition of the ſword only in caſes of 
open inſurrection or rebellion, If the province = 
of Ulſter was in that ſtate, what indignation muſt 


not the two countries feel at the wicked: pertir 


nacity of the Iriſh Cabinet i in a ſyſtem, which 
led to that iſſue? If it were not in rebellion, 
zniſhment could. he too great, for thoſe 
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ho reſorted without neceſſi ty to tt 
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within the cogn nizanc or the Uvil mapiſttate?. 
"But RY Er juſtify themſelves by the | 
Pes, chat the procdeedin gs of theſe” United 
| Trifhineft were too fübtle and cautibus to be biet 
by the brdlmary exertior ns. 'of the Eivil Power, 

though they Were not Fer in pen rebel n 
They muſt take the praiſe; therefore, "of nt 
N exeated a new ſpecies of *oppolition to _efta- 
bliſhe@ Bopernment, Hitherto unknown, by 

1 recting, without intermiffion, the force f 
Ae bet againſt open violence, but againſt” | 
Pe liticat"principle by warring,” < not with men 
5 whoſe alm was anarchy and plunder, but men 
Ikilled in, and zealous for, oy perkection 's of 
the Ne 5 3 185 Pi 8 8 2 1 
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that! l ter wa ws in woch > OY as 
| then biken for 
it was 80 in open and vowed! rebellion; nor 
Was the ſyftem of the diforderly people i in that 
| I province either too ſubtle or too ſtrong for an 
active ma giftracy, conftitutionally Aided by the 
military. The diſturbances amounted to no- 
thing more than the'affemblage now and then . 
of parties of people on the original principle 5 
of the'Orange-men (who to the diſgrace of le- 


ture, have, in 4 "certain place, me tn 15 
Noi 8 e once, 
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4 | So 


once, been ca] ed che cited of the conflitution,), 
breaking / houſes and plundering arms; „ and I 
contend, that with a proper force left alwa; s at 
the diſpoſal and under the direction of aQiye, 
_ magiſtrates, thoſe individual acts of outrage 
might, have been prevented. The pretext, 
that the magiſtrates were terrified from acting 
by frequent aſlaſſination,, 1s. une e * 


Fenn 


| 1545 and every country in 2 I the Tala 
rection Act has been carried into operation has 
produced numbers of magiſtrates, who dared to 
meet all the odium and all the danger which the 
execution of that unpop Aar act. , impoſed, on 
1 CC. A . 1 . A . 
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prived of arms not only the traiterous and the 

> diſaffected, but the loyal. and mr oft, zealous 4 
friends of. t a conſtitution. Where arms were 
| expected and not found, 2 very new mode of 

trial wðas inſtituted. The ſuſpeRed or accuſed 
3b perſon 1 was ſuſpended by t the neck until the pro- 

- ceſs of ſtrangulation was, nearly completed. 
3 He was then let down, _ and if he was fill | 


pertinacious, the touchſtone was again tried, 
until he either confeſſed or accuſed others. : Ia 
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wette reduced to aſhes to detect the concealment. 
| Theſe ſeem to have been ordinary modes of Pre- 
_ . eceding under the military ſyſtem; there were 

 6thers more irregular and eccentrie which the 
Teal of the Wilen mn e them . 
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deem Was krsdih purſued bye 3 
Ania ratlen, the Iriſh legiſlature” de | 
their moſt hearty and zealous approbation;— 


Throughout the whole train of violent meaſures LT 
to which the Iriſh adminiſtration reſorted, the = 


: Iriſh Parliament went with them pari paſſu. . 
= Without ſtopping to enquire whether this co- | _ 


© operation. of the leę giflature tended rather to te- 

cCöoncile the people to the ſyſtem than to encreaſe 

te diſcontents which it was naturally calculated 
to produce, it is certain that ſome very cele- 
= brated characters, whoſe opinions in this caſe 
5 deſerve to bẽ reſpected, had declafed the moſt 
decided diſappröbation of at leaft that part of 
it which related to the military. The conduct 
F of my Lord Moira, i in the Parliament of both 102 
8 countries, himſelf a ſoldier, an Triſh noble⸗ 185 

6 moe” "und: one — of tuck aft stake in the 
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ebuntty: 48 a Make TOE anxious for its vets 
fare and its peace, has already perhaps. inclined FE 
the. Britiſh public to doubt whether the enor- 
mities praiſed under that ſyſtem were tolerable | 
in any country. The manly and candid 
opinion of the brave old Abetcrombie, That 
. conduct of the army in Ireland was calcu- | 
lated to make them formidable only to their. 
| fiiends,” muſt have alſo had its weight in af- 
certaining the merits of that ſyſtem. That the 
_ feelings and the honour of that venerable officer 


did not ſuffer him longer to remain' in the com- 


mand of the Iriſh army, Ireland will long have 
. reaſon to lament.” The influence of even one 
uch mind on Triſh politics would have Fc 
Abe the moſt 1 a benefits. 

N ene time tte adminiftration böte 
ne they nad at length found the way to quier 
the country. In fact, the operations of the 
military! in Ulſter did reduce that province to a 
| Nate * of peace, and no diſturbance exiſted 
* what the army irſelf created. Leſs violent 
and unconſtitutional meaſures would have pre- 
vented acts of outrage — but neither this, nor any 


: meaſure. of coercion, could | have cricket 2 
diſcontent. As the infliction of the military 
| ſyſtem produced a gloomy quiet in one n 
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5 With much encreaſed enormity in other parts ks 
5 . the country.——The South, hitherto, tran- 5 „ 
: quil, and which at the moment of danger, . | 
when the enemy appeared on tke coaſt a few ; 
1 months be efore, exhibited the moſt enthuſiaſtie „ 
: > - ſpirit « of. zeal and loyalty, now became, convub 2 | 


= a by partial ridings to an alarming degree, 5 | 
Tcͤÿhbe interior of the country, the King's ag 
CE. | Queen's County, the County. of Kilgare, and 85 
ven the vicinity of the- metropolis, the the Conn: 
ties of Wicklow and of Dublin, were now, us 8 1 
as bad a ſtate as the pacified North had e ever 125 
fr tor Every reaſonable man, WO believes: os 
has nothing. can be produced withoyt a produ- 8 
eing cauſe, muſt attribute'this change of tem- 
Per in the South and other parts of the country 
to 10. OMe circumſtance whieh did not exiſt at the 
ace ar the invaſion; and that eireumſtance 
== 7 > could only be the introduRion of- the military c 
.  tyſtem—of the efficacy of which, adminiſtra- pe 
* tion had 1o- much vaunted. But powerful ag : 
| _ they ſuppoſed that ſyſtem to be, they were 
FD, not inclined. to- depend on its efficacy, ſuch. > 
| bey had tried i ifs. - They therefore now reſorted: „„ 
= to a meaſure which has hitherto been uſed, only | 
1 by iritated yictors over pe fidious and vanquiſn d ” 
DR — PAT ſent them "Ops 90t g. Hine. 8 
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cerxetionary powers for, what was now a general 
Pretext for violence of every ſpecies,” the pre- 
Lervation of the public peace; ; but perma- 
to lire at. free quarters on all the inhabi- 


tants of. thoſe counties which were in what was 


Called a diſturbed ſtate. Under this meaſure, 5 
excelſes were committed which Ireland, much 
as ſlle had ſuffered, had not yet witneſſed... he 
Was not the burning of a peaſant's houſe, or | 
the ſtrangulation of one or two individuals in a 
village, which ftruck the eye of a ſpectator— 
but the houſes of the moſt reſpeRable farmers in 
the country, nay, houſes of gentlemen of large 


bete And, in many. inſtances, of the moſt 


eee loyalty, converted into barracks by : 


the ſoldiery the females of the family flying 


8 -\ Wink the inſults of theſe new gueſts, who rioted _ 
_ - - onthe proviſion, emptied the cellars of their un- 
"Willing hoſts, and when they had exhauſted: the 
"DO Houſe which they occupied ſent their mandate'to 


e to Ds in a Kit Rock. 
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4 + At this We bets 05 fate of 15 Ty 
5 5 land comes to its crifis. This meaſure was in 


ration not three weeks, when the rebels, 
the traitors, or the people of Ireland, to the 
botrow of e friend. to Peace, to the, 178 my 
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dame, Pm} to BY Britiſh connection, | od 
forth in oppoſition to the King $ troops. The 


ene of blood is now opened. Ireland is waſte- 


ing her vital firength ; in convulſion; and whether 
victory or defeat await them, : humanity, JON 


— 


5 and „ muſt py over, the event! 55 
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| tic I — the LN of 8 Alten 
. to conſider that long train of harſh, and 
hideous meaſures which I have now enumerated, 


and which have brought Ireland i into this lam n 5 


| -table condition — when I call on them to :cxa- 


mine with anxious care the motives in which they... 


originated, and the end to Which they lead— 


I call on them to attend to: that! in which they. 
are deeply intereſted. - In my mind they have 
been adopted but for one purpoſe to 5 


the broad baſis of CORRUPT! INFLUENCE A; . „ 


tem of government, which, under the form Df: 
the Britiſh conſtitution, ſhould ftand, indepen- - 
dent of, and in oppoſition to, theſſenſe of the 


nation. 1 reſt this opinion on two grounds. 80 


> he one is, becauſe each ſucceſſive meaſure 
taken up by adminiſtration to counteract the 
wiſhes of the people, carried in it features of 
deſpotiſm, which, in a free country the neceſſity 
of the caſe could not call. for. Every bill of 
4 £908 and N to which they reforted i Ws 
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wh and; aſſerted a. e OW De 
principle, or gave the; Executive a e „ 
| extraordinary power, inconſiſtent with. the ſpi- 


tit oF aa conſtitution, though. the occaſions 


5 which gave riſe to thoſe meaſures were but par- 
5 tial or tranſient... 1 refer for inſtan es tofthe 
Convention Act, the Inſurrection N the 
Gunpowder AR; and the Preſs Bill, a-meaſure 
which, -in my enumeration; of the violent my 
taken by the Iriſh; government, eſcaped me, 
_ though perhaps: it is, of all the dreadful groupe, 
the moſt prominent and moſt fatal to „ 
the conſtitution.— The other reaſon on which 
my opinion reſts 1 is, becauſe adminiſtration haye | 
perſevered in: that ſyſtem, without making any 
one effort to allay diſcontent or. ſatisfy the mo- 


gerate and loyal part of the community by hs 


conceſſion of any of thoſe meaſures on which 
the heart of the nation was fixed—becauſe they 
have gone on in oppoſition. to the ſenſe of the 
| beſt men in the empire to force the people: of 
Ireland, or the diſcontentef. part of it, into 
open and avowed rebellion, rather than try any 


means to prevent that cataſtrophe by concilia- 
ting meaſures becauſe this intention was avow- _ 


od: and. EG inf—and, * Any, . becauſe from 


* SG Mr. F Claud Beresford 4 Speeches" in the Thou of 
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4 [ae] in Ireland can be exkinguiſhad dur 1 

i 2 Be Gf to Vas either the rebels aidud b hd 
3 poet of Franet Will gaerexd in wreſting I : 
D deem ile Brieim eommettion; of the military | 

; wee Kits Which the Triſh gewrteitnent is eh- 

9 en Will fine in blood the Giſconterts of the | 

1 _ * Eotſtry.” Of the firſt there is happily ter. 

g © Thie Hathbers of the infurgents is i 

; mall te endanger the confection; and that m- 

ty erase avd loyal party, which adminiftration = : 

bi: | Hive hitherto treated with contem W 8 wp - 

* | Ken and i665 much attached to the an 

4 Term of government, aotwithRanding what _ 

9 _ Kd faffered, „ reer the © forcs, 
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the Meat? Rebellion will be quelled by bean- . 
er bur the exiſting cauſes of aiſcontent=thoſe 

nch through à long ſeries of up cbn- 5 
flicts have at length terminated in the preſent 
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"hs of the count *. Do aſciqus of its foreez 
adminiſtration will, with an high hand, dear 
fill more hard on the conftitutiona] rights of 


% 3% 


the People at leaſt againft thoſe rights \ 


| ich 


7 are calculated to guard them againſt the yanny 


of ; an zmbitipus fackion, Knowing the hatreck | 
*- the Fiſh nation bear to the ſet” who! have 
he: heaped _ on her head thoſe calzmities. under 
which ſhe now groans, "and of which: centuries 
will. not remove the effects, will the Iriſh 

miniſtratios, think Jeu, reſi gn that extraordi- 


Fat unconſtitutional force which in- courſe of 
d Impoſſible 1 
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. they have acqui 
* we Can leaſon at all on the event, it is. moſt 
See to believe, that the militar ſyſtems 
ſhalf have ſubdued the diſconten 
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purſued. by them. If Engliſhmen value. 5 
their own. liberty, which the « contiguity « of def . 
potiſm muſt. always hazard, or feel Nee 
lor the lufferings of an uufortunate people, 
whoſe attachment to Britain has been proved 
during the courſe of an anxious and changeful 


century, to tbele objects will they direct their 
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© Already CN of te people of 6 of Heland 
. fallen in the conteſt——and yet the ftandard 
of rebellion is erect. More of the blood of: 
4 { reland. mu}. be. ſhed, before Ireland, 1 under the 
. ſyſtem, 3 is reſtored to peace. A' mili- 
2 chief governor has been ſent over, not to 
appeaſe but to ſubdue. He may fabdus—bur 
vi the pride of. a, Britiſh King. to rule a de- 
. a deſolated, and a diſcontented 
co untry ? Win fire and ſword reſtore Con- 
tent and edc to the land? Will be 
beer of a hundred thouſand of the peo- 


ple « of Ircland reconcile. che ſurvivors to that © 
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hn to hoe? Will ww EE GN be 
proyeked this ſcene of flaughter, become more 
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785 Hind: now call on you to confider the caſe of 
a diſtracted country, as that of brethren uni- 

ted by the tie of a common nature, and by the 
till cloſer tie of a common Sovereign; both en- 
titled to the advantages of the ſame conſtitution, 


each depending, in ſome meaſure, on the others 


firength. - For one hundred years you have 


found in the people of Ireland a faithful and 


firm friend - though for much of that period we 
laboured under the moſt diſtreſſing diſadvan· 
tages, deſtitute of the means of wealth, and 


aliens from the moſt important benefits of the 


Britiſn conftitution, we have yet borne our ſuffer- 
ings with patient and uncomplaining attachment 
to a Britiſh Sovereign, and to the Britiſh cauſe. 
In our poverty we ſtill contributed to the exi- 
gencies of the empire. When an extenſion of 
our means enabled us to give more largely to- 
e wards the common ſtock, we poured forth our 
blood and treaſure in the cauſe” of Britain 9 
with more than the zeal of brothers. In our : 
fallen ſtate, with an iſland reeking with blood, 
and the ſword at our throat, directed by an ad- 


miniſtration in the beſt and in the worſt of 


times hoſtile to Ireland, we call upon you to 
aſſiſt in reſcuing our country from utter and 


irretrievable ruin we implore you to interfere 
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though at che ſame tin 


| pPoweis, arid; inſtead of the mild genius of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, have governed by "the 
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Ie, as of men, among TG, 
5 whom "many: Have been hurried into un par? = ; 
_ Qonableindiferetions'while: the great body re 
main a fal, though a ſuffering people. Ina 
word; we ſolieit your ſympathy as chrethren, 
and gent influence / as fellom fubjects, with 
the cömmon Pather of both kingdoms; to fave 
four millions of people from the inſulting ty- 
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